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LOOK

The date for this transfer has been set for Sunday afternoon, July 16, 1967.

Sherman's Valley Church
To

Graduate!

TO ASSIST MISSION CHURCHES with both subsidy and
with administrative guidance leading to their development
into full-fledged congregations taking their place in the
Regional Conference—this is the goal of the Board for Missions. There is indeed cause for thanksgiving to God and a
convocation with rejoicing when this point is reached.
Sherman's Valley Church's steady development—numerically,
financially, and spiritually—led the Board for Missions in
their mid-winter meeting to make definite decision to transfer
this church from the status of a home mission church to
that of a Regional Conference congregation.

and congregation are planning appropriate
T and significant
services of transfer to be shared by the
HE PASTOR

Sherman's Valley Church, Pa.

Bishop of the Conference, a representative of the Board
for Missions and the Director of Mission Churches. This
all-day occasion of graduation exercises for this congregation will feature a Homecoming Service in the morning
and then the official acts of transfer in the afternoon.
Former friends and acquaintances of the church at Sherman's Valley will certainly want to make this day's event
part of their summer schedule. And—it's a good time for
those who have prayed for this work—and for those who
like to know Brethren in Christ outposts, to plan to join
in the day's activities. There will be a cordial, spiritual
welcome for all.
Services started in what was formerly known as Groundhog Valley in 1933 in an abandoned community church as
an outreach of the Saxton Church.
The Sunday School operating at first as a Union Sunday
School was organized in 1934 with an average attendance
for the first year of twenty-five.
For a number of years the work was under the guidance
and supervision of the Home Mission Board and the Saxton
Congregation.
Brother and Sister George Kipe who were serving at
Riddlesburg felt the call of God to the work at Sherman's
Valley and began a prayer meeting in the various homes
of the community in February, 1948. In the following
July 3, 1967

The Parsonage—Sherman's Valley, Pa.

October they moved to Sherman's Valley to become the
first resident pastor. The first Daily Vacation Bible School
was held in the summer of 1948, with an enrollment
of 63. Most of the children walked through the mountains,
some of them for several miles. During the ministry of
Brother and Sister Kipe the Sunday School increased from
around twenty to nearly sixty in average attendance.
Answering the call of God in 1952, Brother and Sister
Marlin Ressler were assigned and served the church until
the fall of 1959. During this time there was an increase as
well in the Sunday School. One of the healthy factors of
the work during this time was the number of adults that
began attending services. Ten members were added to the
church during this period.
A significant achievement in the fall of 1958 was the
purchase of an eight room brick house for a parsonage
about a mile from the church.
The present pastor and wife, Rev. and Mrs. Earl
Lehman write, "The call of the Lord came to our heart
in 1959 to accept the pastorate at Sherman's Valley."
During the past seven years the work here has witnessed
unusual growth both numerically and spiritually.
A unique situation existed with regard to the church
building itself. The church was built as a community
church with a statement in the deed that the Presbyterians
had full right to the building. But for forty years they had
had no services there. When, with their permission the
Brethren in Christ Church began services in this building,
efforts were made to secure a clear title to the church; but
not until 1962 was this secured. At this time the presbytery
of the Presbyterian Church relinquished for one dollar the
rights to the building. This was indeed an answer to prayer.
The work by this time had outgrown the 27' x 40'
one-room building. A building fund was started; and in
May of 1962 a building program was launched. The
physical plant was enlarged from a one-room building to
the present building which has seven separate classrooms
with a sanctuary which can seat 300. This enlarged and
remodeled building was dedicated in July of 1963. The
seed sown over the years has really resulted in a bountiful
harvest. Average attendance has grown to 114 in 1966
and to a membership of 37. Local congregational giving
has increased to the point of $9,200 in 1966.
Three young men left this church to serve their two
years in I-W service. Elvin Ritchey went to Navajo Mission; Larry Lehman is presently serving at Akron, Pa., as
secretary for the executive secretary of the MCC; Allen
DeShong is serving since January, 1967, at the St. Barnabas
Hospital in New York City and is living in the VS Unit
at Fellowship Chapel.
The Lord hath done great things and we praise God
for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the work here.
(9)
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Multiply — God's First Command
with His creation, said to man, "Be
G
fruitful, and multiply." Christ, having accomplished
man's redemption, made possible a new creation. Through
OD, IN PLEASURE

the Church, His body in the world, He is accomplishing
the primary purpose He addressed to Adam.
The Church, in faithfulness to Christ, brings forth
new life and nourishes it. As in the family, every function
is for the good of the whole and for the honor and glory
of God.
The question of whether or not a church should grow
is answered clearly in the great commission and in the
history of the early church in the book of the Acts. With
the number of people in the world mushrooming, the
urgency for church growth is reinforced. Just as the
situation called for multiplication rather than addition
when God spoke to the first man, the same is certainly
true in today's world.
The Brethren in Christ Church has been making modest
gains in membership in recent years. There has been a
new understanding that the church has a ministry in the
world. But, to take seriously the divine call, we must
develop an enlarged base of operations.
In Church Extension our goal is more than "winning
souls." We are building, developing and training the body
of Christ which ministers in the world. Those who are
saved become instruments of evangelism, and as they
develop, they share in the nurture ministries of the church.
As congregations grow there comes a point at which
efficiency demands that new units be formed. When these
are placed in desirable locations new opportunity for
growth is realized.
The enlargement of witness for the Brethren in Christ
is not a concern assigned to a board and a few selected
pastors. The entire church works and prays that God
may bless the sowing and watering and harvesting. As
this becomes the passion of the hearts of the people
modest addition gives way to multiplication.
In recent years new congregations have been formed
in Hamilton, Baltimore, Colorado Springs, Ontario, Skyline View, Saskatoon, Roanoke, and McMinnville. These
efforts represent the front line of the church's campaign
to become a growing church in the true sense. Other
units similar in structure are being developed at Bellevue
Park (Hbg.), Dearborn, Phoneton, Delisle, Smithville, and
Orlando. Each of these deserves the support of everyone
who is committed to faithfulness to Christ's command. •

Facts and Figures
World Population 3 , 3 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0
If all the people of the world were to stand in a
continuous line, spaced one yard apart, they would stretch out
for more than Vk million miles, more than the distance of three
round trips to the moon, or a solid army in close formation
marching four abreast, encircling the earth at the equator 16
times!
Population "Explosion"
The rapid growth of world population a few years ago
was spoken of as "mushrooming," b u t now they say it is
"exploding."
Wonder drugs, national health programs, child care,
awakening of undeveloped nations and generally improved
sanitary conditions are bringing a much lower death rate in
the world than that of previous generations. The birth rate
is rising, so the net increase is greater now than at any time
in t h e history of the world.
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Lot in north Hagerstown, Maryland, purchased by the
Allegheny Extension Board recently.
320,000 births every 24 hours.
160,000 deaths every 24 hours.
65 million increase every year.
Something like 2 million people are reached with the
Gospel each year — only about 1 in 30 of the world's population increase.
English vs Non-English
9% of the world's population speak English.
91% of the world does not speak English.
90% of the world's Christians come from the 9 per cent who
speak English.
10% of the world's Christians come from the 91 per cent
who do not speak English.
94% of the ordained preachers in the world minister to the
9 per cent who speak English.
6% of the ordained preachers in the world minister to the
91 per cent who do not speak English.
96% of the church's income is spent among the 9 per cent
who speak English.
4% of the church's income is spent among the 91 per cent
who do not speak English.
The United States has
73%
7%
50%
63%
29%
74%
52%
56%
47%
46%
52%
53%
36%
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of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
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the English-speaking peoples
the world's population
the world's wealth
the world's manufactured goods
the world's railroads
the world's automobiles
the world's trucks
the world's telephones
the world's radios
the world's electric output
the world's steel
the world's petroleum
the world's coal.
How Americans Spend Some of Their
Money Per Year

Food
Cars and Use
Housing
Household Operations
Clothing, Accessories & Jewelry
Recreation
Illegal Gambling
Alcoholic Drinks
Tobacco
Personal Care
Religion & Welfare
Pets
Dog Food and Care
Foreign Missions

..$84,000,000,000
. 61,000,000,000
. 46,600,000,000
, 50,000,000,000
_ 35,700,000,000
. 21,500,000,000
_ 47,000,000,000
. 11,000,000,000
. 8,000,000,000
_ 6,200,000,000
. 5,100,000,000
_ 3,500,000,000
210,000,000
190,000,000
- E F M A Release
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE MINISTRIES

Ministering in a Restless World
yes, but for the
A young person there isWell,
a marked difference.
LONG, HOT SUMMER?

Christian

The countless ways for dissatisfaction, resentment,
frustration, and boredom to erupt into serious social upheaval are front page news in the summer. That there is
real cause for these explosions must be recognized as
stark reality. The participants in riots often represent the
effect more than the cause. A society bent on selfsatisfaction and pleasure fails to create a climate adequate
for the needs of the children of our day.
The Christian message is completely adequate for the
summer of 1967. Any uncertainty on the part of the church
as to the role it can play amid today's ferment would be
a denial of Christ who was moved with compassion when
He saw the multitudes and went about doing good.
Among the more obvious enterprises the church must
engage in relating to the specific problems of social unrest are these:
1. To help families find the Christian answer to the
use of leisure time.
2. To assist parents in developing as faithful and effective teachers in their homes.
3. To give opportunities for people to go into the
world with a redemptive ministry.
4. To enlist the enlightened support of all the church
for its social welfare programs with prayer that they
might be Spirit-anointed.
It is to the third of these concerns that we speak. The
Voluntary Service programs of the church are an imperative for our times. Without them, most individual Chris-

Returning from a day's encounter in the big city (New York-VS)

tians face obstacles too great to overcome. One person is
relatively helpless in tackling the problems of society. But
the church, the body of Christ, is sent into the world to
minister as He did. The ". . . many other things which
Jesus did . . ." (John 21:25) are instructive to the church
which continues to be salt and light in the world.

VSers relax around the table following a day's work.
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Brethren in Christ young people are doing things in
the summer of 1967.
. . . The boys who can rough it up, in fun, with Luther
Schwartz at Fellowship Chapel in New York City (see
cut) are fortunate. Not yet 20, Luther here is involved in
a social contact not incompatible with what Jesus Himself
may have been doing at that age.
. . . Henry and Edna Kreider are working in Haiti
among a people who are plagued by ignorance and poverty.
This doctor and nurse not only offer their lives and service
in the spirit of Christ, but also they represent the compassion of their church. For them Christian service is love
in action rather than a quest for adventure in a search for
fulfillment.
. . . Michael Brown is a TAP (Teachers Abroad Program) volunteer in Kenya. In the 1966 MCC Annual
Report he says:
"I am beginning—just beginning—to learn that the
way of love is the only way to help, live with, and
get along with people. My students, I'm beginning to
see, cannot be treated like machines or animals. They
have dreams and longings and feelings and I must
respect these. Like all people they are as stupid and
lazy and sinful as they feel they can afford to be, and
they sometimes need discipline and plain old punishment. But I must not forget that they are people. I
must be genuinely concerned about them, care about
them, and see that they get the most they possibly
can out of life—that their best dreams are fulfilled,
that their deepest longings are met, and that their
strongest feelings find relief. To do so is to love them."
. . . A growing
number of young women serve in VS units.
By careful and conscientious work they
are writing a new chapter in Christian service
in our times. A Christian doing careful office
work can be a true witness for Christ. When
the earnings for such
service are an investment in the Lord's work
there can be multiplied
benefits.
. . . Hue, Viet Nam
occasionally is in the
news. It should also be
in our prayers for here
is the place that Kenneth Keefer represents
us in a witness of peace Our Brethren in Christ representative
and love. The circumin Viet Nam.
stances of this service
are such that an individual cannot expect the exhilaration
of success. But, in God's providence, a witness is our
obligation and opportunity.
. . . Numerous young men are helping to keep vital
programs going by doing maintenance work. From the
large stations on the African mission field to the mission
stations in United States these men learn the discipline of
living right while man-made things go wrong. Few maintenance men have either the training or experience to serve
as administrators of complex mission programs, but their
work is indispensable. What's more, the testimony of a
reliable Spirit-filled maintenance man is uniquely ap(12)

VSer Luther Schwartz is at the bottom of the pile
of these New York youngsters.

pealing to the hungry soul who longs for satisfaction and
peace.
The fields for Christian Service are open and waiting.
Most of this service will always be done by those folks
who live at home. A significant number of people will
be needed for assignments that take them to distant points.
But the qualifications for such service will remain the
same: Open hearts, seeing eyes, hearing ears, and willing
hands and feet. The true church will never slack in her
labors of love until she is called from this world.
•

CO's on the Front Line
The war in Vietnam has no well defined front. The
front can be anywhere. In Hue and Quang Ngai the Vietnam Christian Service units hear the firing of the mortars,
sometimes not more than a half mile away. In Quang Ngai
you see a fox hole, a slit trench or a sandbag shelter
beside every straw hut along the route from a refugee
camp where the VCS team works.
The unit members do not seek to be heroes or show
their courage by taking unnecessary risks, though they
have demonstrated real bravery in the situation. They
weigh carefully whether they should leave when the area
becomes too insecure to carry on their work. Sometimes
they may expose others to danger because these people
have associated with Americans. It is not possible to carry
on a program that is primarily person to person under
such conditions. But to minister to the needs of the people
who must live where they have some risks, the VCS
workers must also take some calculated risks.
In a war which has no front even conscientious objectors serving in relief and refugee work are on the front
line. They must take risks to be faithful to their ministry
"in the Name of Christ." The risks are part of the suffering
service, the readiness to share in the lives of those who for
more than 25 years have lived in the presence of war.
William Keeney
Evangelical

Visitor
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And So We Moved In (May 11)
John Sider

WAS AN especially thrilling day for us, for since October
I Twhen
we came to Bihar we have been working to com-

plete the new house (WMPC project). Now it stands,
whitewash shimmering in the sunlight, a symbol of what?
Of the rich white man from America? We hope not, but
this question does give us pause.

Purnea House that W M P C built.

days after o u r moving. Approximately fifty
Christians watched the ceremony and listened with
interest to Benjamin's message. Marriage is for life
is of God, he said. One could read the question on
faces: who is this Jesus that changes people and
customs?

Village visitation was maintained in the midst of many hours
spent on the new house. Three main Uraon villages form the
foundation or backbone of the Uraon Church. This picture shows
John and Ethel Sider and their children visiting the Barbaras
Minge family.

The harvest about us is bountiful. The pastors often
come saying, "Sahib, the people in such and such a village
want us to come and preach. When can we set up a camp
there?" We need not waste time and effort trying to reap
what is not ripe. The Holy Spirit leads us to souls that
are ready.
Just this week, I
took Benjamin, Patros,
and Luke to a Santal
village for several days
of meetings and visitation. On the way home
I picked up a man
wanting a ride. He
wondered why I had
gone to the village. In
response to my answer,
he asked with a puzzled
look, "Who is Jesus?"
A cobra—frequenters of the less
inhabited areas!
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* We attended the
wedding of a Christian
Uraon couple a few

nonkeen
and
their
their

A Hindu grandfather stops occasionally for a chat and
asks questions to learn more about us and our way of
living. "Why are you
here?" he asks. "You
could make lots of
money doing something else. Why do
you risk your family's
health eating with
the village people?
Who is this Jesus
who expects such of
His followers?"
Last y e a r
an
Uraon Christian gave
land on which to
build a church. Now
he wants to give
more l a n d for a
school. N o t many
years previously he
At Munshi-bara, another Uraon village: Ricky Mann, Mark and Anna
was a drunk and
Sider, and Brian Zook (visiting from
owned almost nothJapan!).
ing. A few weeks
ago, the Uraon pastor said, "Sahib, we can't hold meetings
in Uraon villages this month. The sap of the thard tree
is running and people are drinking and will only disturb
the meetings." Who changed that Uraon Christian and
who can release these people from the bondage of sin and
drink? Who but Jesus! But, who is this Jesus?
We have come to answer this question. That is why
we are living in the new white house by the mango
orchard.
Christ said, "And I, if I be lifted up, will draw all
men unto me."
•
(13)
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ZAMBIA

The Church Reviews Its Goals
J. E. Musser
helps us to think through just what our
Sspiritual
aims and purposes should be. Paul set for himself some
goals, saying, "That I might attain . . ."
ETTING GOALS

Church goals for 1968 are presented to the Zambia Regional
Conference by Overseers Rev. Davidson Mushala, and Rev. Sampson
Mudenda and Bishop J. E. Musser.

Converts receive personal encouragement from the Conference
evangelist, Rev. A. G. Brubaker, Jr., and Overseer Rev. S. Mudenda.

Last year the church in Zambia set itself some goals
for advances we felt necessary if the church were to fulfill
its calling and serve God well.
At various times of the year we thought about these
and sought to keep our eyes on the goal.
At the Zambian Regional Conference Reverend Davidson Mushala reviewed these goals before the church and
reported on the progress made.
How well have we done? Not so well as we'd like. But
we thank God for definite progress. Let's have a look!
A Pastors' Refresher Course Yearly—Very important,
and in August the Wanezi Bible Institute staff came and
put on a two-week course with almost twenty persons in
attendance—twenty persons who left with renewed vision
and vigor, we trust.
A Bible School in Zambia in 1968—Thank God for
definite progress. Buildings are being prepared for opening in January, 1968.
Bible School Students - five new students each yearHere we failed; as we're waiting for the school to open,
and we haven't been able to send them to Rhodesia. A
number say that they are ready to enter.
Choma Church to be Built in 1967—Well, we're working
hard on this as the need is very urgent. Thank God for
the overseas interest and activity in helping us finance this!
Plans are drawn, offerings for this in every congregation
are being arranged. Perhaps we can lay foundations yet
in 1967.
Two Rural Churches to be Built Each Year—Yes, very
necessary as we're meeting in school classrooms. Only one,
Siabunkululu, was completed this year; but a number of
congregations are becoming interested.
Two New Preaching Points Each Year—Several new
schools have opened and we have opened services here.
Have also begun arrangements to have services where the
coal mining communities have sprung up. What an opportunity to reach these!
A Church in Lusaka by 1970—"When are you coming?"
our people from Lusaka keep asking.
Twenty Per Cent Increase in Offerings Yearly at Each
Congregation—The emphasis is for more tithing members.
In 1966, eighteen congregations have met the goal of a
20% increase. Congratulations to them.
These were our goals, and we thank God for the progress made. Above all, our goal is for a spiritual, evangelistic, teaching church which will win and teach many for
Christ.
•

" I Enjoyed The Conference"
Reported by Agrippa V. Masiye

"The Communion of His shed blood.'

(14)

"The Conference was a great success. The messages
were good. The Youth programmes were well carried out.
I appreciated the presentations. It was a blessing to me to
meet the old people."
Rev. Roy Mann
Evangelical
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RHODESIA
Sixth Annual Regional Conference
May 3-7
Theme: The Early Church
Attendance at regular sessions: approximately 500.
Communicants on Sunday: 523.
Offering, Sunday: Over £63 (about $178).

Church Alive!
Is THE CHURCH DEAD? Is it dying? Questions having this
disparaging note rise at times in the minds of national
church leaders and missionaries.
The Regional Conference brings in its wake the fresh
awareness of spiritual life and fellowship, dedication and
hope for the future of the church. This year's conference
was no exception.
Fellowship and challenge characterized the prayer
periods, meal times, devotional studies of the Early Church,
evangelistic services, and the business sessions.
That every man must be a witness and soul-winner was
the chord interwoven throughout the mental pattern, setting forth the future of the church and of the evangelical
outreach in Rhodesia.
The church is not dead and will not die. God helping
us, it dare not; it cannot.
"The gates of Hell shall not prevail against it!"
From the Minutes of the Rhodesia Regional
Some Spiritual Goals for 1967-1968

Special music by Mtshabezi Staff

Octette.

Conference

Mr. S. M. Mlotshwa explained some of the spiritual
goals for the Church during the coming year.
(a) Every leader on fire for God.
(b) Every Christian home having family prayers.
(c) Every congregation increasing its offerings over
last year.
Prayer followed the discussion asking God to help all
members to do their best to carry out these Spiritual Goals
during this Conference year.

Rev. P. Khumalo presents the need for a tithing church.

"The Conference was a great success. The messages,
the singing and the Youth programmes were very good.
I have special praise for Mr. Jacob Moyo for his attack
on 'mini skirts' that our daughters wear now."
Rev. Manhlenhle Khumalo
"I enjoyed the CSL programmes, the Round Table
discussion and the Quizzes. 1 think that messages geared
to our own age group would have been of greater interest
to my friends."
Sidumiso Khumalo, High School student.
"The singing is excellent, with much enthusiasm. The
programmes are good but a bit long. Although I cannot
understand all that is being said or sung, I can feel the
spirit of the services. I am amazed at how well the
Africans are carrying on with the responsibility of the
Conference. This I am thankful for. As a I-W, I just sort
of sit back and observe everything that goes on at the
Conference."
Jim Melhorn
"The Conference was a success. The food was good.
The giving of prizes to the winners^ of the Quizzes will
encourage others to work harder next time. Our aims were
achieved at this Conference."
Mrs. Eglah L. Khumalo
July 3, 1967

Mrs. Myron Stern sells subscription to GOOD WORDS
Rev N. Dlodlo, retired Matopo Overseer.

to
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JAPAN

The Call of the Campus
Peter A. Willms,

Yamaguchi

compare the Buddhist suicides in Vietnam with
P
the death of Jesus Christ," requested a member of
Yamaguchi University's large ESS (English Speaking
LEASE

Society).
Can you think of a better opening for a witness to our
Saviour? This is only one example of the countless opportunities that come to our family as we teach English and
German conversation on eight of the many campuses in
our area.
Our purpose is to serve and to make contact with the
vast majority of students who are untouched by churchbuilding-centered evangelism. We are usually paid for our
services and so we make it a practice not to promote our
faith unless asked about it. Nevertheless, on college campuses especially, questions concerning our faith come so
thick and fast that one often feels like a religious crusader

The president of ESS, Mr. Wisteria-River, talking to Miss Partridge
of Wales who came to help us with the English training camp.
Miss Partridge, in Japan studying art, was very open to our
personal witness.

using the question-and-answer approach. Recently thirty
students from various departments were so interested that
the scheduled hour of free English discussion turned into
three solid hours of religious education—at a time that
conflicted with supper hour at the dormitories!
Anti-western and anti-religious thought throughout
Japan centers in the Economics Departments. I am therefore especially pleased with the unexpected opportunity
to help teach a senior seminar in such a department.
This particular seminar is using an English text with
which the students and their professor desired my help.
In our second session I was asked about Marx's statement
that religion is an opiate of the people. The ensuing discussion ended with the request that I speak about religion
at the next session. With a new appreciation for Daniel in
the lions' den I prepared in fear and trembling. But as
God was with Daniel so He was with me! After my presentation one student volunteered that he's going to have
to rethink his view on religion. Another participant in a
later English conversation hour asked questions that indicated the Holy Spirit is getting through to him.
(16)

A serious discussion during the annual spring training camp of the
University's ESS (English Speaking Society). Miss Stone, far left, is
a senior who hopes to get a teaching job next year. She will then
have to teach ethics; but, as is the case with nearly all teachers,
she is at a complete loss to know how this can be done without
a religious base. Her questions lead to many interesting discussions
and witness opportunities. T h e chairman in the center, Mr. Big
Island, is a junior in the Economics Department and is vicepresident of ESS. Under the tree at the right, Miss Stone-Storehouse
is the only professing Christian in this society of over 100 students.

To give individuals, townspeople as well as students,
opportunity for more personal discussion and fellowship
we have regular hours in a centrally located off-campus
office. "When you say Jesus Christ is God I think you are
wrong," bluntly began a recent visitor. You can easily
imagine the discussion that followed. Obviously the Spirit
is at work in this man's life too.
We have not yet started a formal seeker's class but
demand is mounting and the time is ripening for one. We
don't expect reaping to be easy. This world has a strong
grip on the Japanese mind. But if we can be used to win
and train some, who in turn will win and train others, we
shall feel amply rewarded.
It could be that the call of the campus is God's call to
you. More witnesses here are desperately needed. As a
teacher of English you can be largely self-supporting as
you carry on this meaningful witness in a country that has
once again become a leader in Asia.
•

Some of the boys having recreation.
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